
Americans all have immigrant 

backgrounds.  We, our parents, our 
grandparents or some other genera-
tion on our family trees came from 
somewhere else.  Many did not 
speak, read or write English when 
they arrived.  And some never did 
learn it very well.  But the first gener-
ation born in this country usually be-
came fluent in the language. 

We at the Oakland Literacy Council 
have helped many immigrants to-
day learn to read, write and speak 
English.  Many times those accom-
plishments make citizenship possi-
ble and it is a touching time when 
one of our students becomes an 
American citizen.  Preparation is no 
easy task.  Candidates must pass 
an oral test, a written test, and be 
ready to answer 100 questions 
about U.S. history.  (Could you an-
swer all of these questions?  Go to 
www.uscis.gov to see what is in-
volved in naturalization.) 

One of our tutors and her student 
witnessed just such an event this 
spring.  Ruth Camargo from Brazil 
became a U.S. citizen in March 
while her tutor, Jill Banaszynski 
proudly watched the ceremony. 

Jill took many photographs and 
gave us this account: 

Eighty-eight people, including one woman 
who we guessed to be in her 80’s, were 
there to take their oath.  An officer of the 
court opened the ceremony with a beautiful 
rendition of the National Anthem.  It  was a 
touching moment and Ruth showed what 
she was feeling when she shed a few tears.  
I shed a few myself! 

The presiding judge was himself a natural-
ized citizen from Jamaica so he knew ex-
actly what the candidates were experienc-
ing.  Each candidate was individually called 
to the front to shake hands with the judge 
and receive their certificate of nationality.  
The ceremony concluded with the officer 
singing God Bless America.  Very moving, 
and I was so proud of Ruth and happy to 
be part of this special moment. 
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Welcome to our country and our language! 
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Ruth’s oldest daughter, Gabriela, had already become a 
citizen, but her youngest daughter, Bruna, celebrated 
becoming a citizen along with Ruth.  Meanwhile, 
Ruth’s husband, Camillo was having his citizenship 
interview at the exact same time that Ruth and Bruna 
were being sworn in!  Congratulations to the Camargo 
family and welcome to our area and our country! 

We have recognized other students who have passed 
their citizenship test and become Americans in past E-
Bulletins and will continue to do so with great joy and 
recognition of all the hard work that has gone into the 
achievement. 
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Austria 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Bulgaria 

Canada 

China 

Czechoslovakia 

Ecuador 

England 

France 

Germany 

Ghana 

Greece 

Hungary 

India 

Iraq 

Ireland 

Italy 

Jamaica 

Japan 

Korea 

Lebanon 

Mexico 

Morocco 

Norway 

Pakistan 

Paraguary 

Peru 

Poland 

Puerto Rico 

Spain 

Russia 

Spain 

Taiwan 

United States of  

America 
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Please be sure to notify the office if there are any chang-
es to either your status or your student’s status such as 
address, phone number, etc. 
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Hello, 

As I sit here trying to decide how to sum up the last few months the only word I can think of that fits our 
long list of achievements is WOW: [wou] Informal –interjection 1. an exclamation of surprise, wonder, 
pleasure. Noun 2. an extraordinary success 3. excitement, interest, great pleasure. 
Your creative ideas, suggestions, volunteer help and contributions have been  gratefully accepted and 
used. Our thanks.... 
 
To Charles Mc Mahon who created our Facebook page. If you’re on facebook, please visit our page at 
Oakland Literacy Council.  
To Carol Foster and the dozens of employees at Comcast for donating books to a literacy book drive.  
To Henry Dotson for inviting me to speak at the Auburn Hills Rotary Club. 
To Debbie Barber for prompting me to get in touch with the West Bloomfield Optimists Club --I’ll be 
speaking with their group this fall. 
To Colleen Kilpatrick for sharing her knowledge regarding a fund raising idea--Send out Cards.com. 
To Pat Peck, Lisa Crawford and dozens of Literacy Volunteers who came together at Laurel Park Place 
mall to work at Bookstock. 
To the 60+ tutors, students, volunteers and friends who attended our annual Recognition event. Good 
food and a wonderful evening. 
To Chris Scharrer from Leadership Oakland, Michael Earl from Oakland Family Services and Sharon 
Zimmerman from the Kresge Foundation for their able assistance in reviewing our Strategic Plan. 
To Macomb Literacy Partners and even more Literacy Volunteers who put together our first Run 2 
Read event. 
To Kermit Williams  from the Pontiac City Council who invited Julie Hoensheid and me to talk about 
illiteracy in our community. 
To Judy Bryce, Judy Joyce and Julie Hoensheid for putting together successful grant applications. 
And finally to all of you who continue to make Oakland Literacy Council a thriving and dedicated part of 
our community these past 27 years. 

wow, WOW and WOW!!  Enjoy your summer and tell a friend about your fine work.  

Cheers! 
 
 

 
 
 
Judy Lindstrom, 
President, Oakland Literacy Council 
�
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Breakfast Club  

Sylvan Shores Beach 

2761 Sylvan Shores, Waterford 48328 
Wednesday, August 10, 2011, 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m. 

 

 

Tutor Training Schedule 
West Bloomfield Public Library  �
4600 Walnut Lake Road 
West Bloomfield, MI 48323 

Saturday, October 15, 2011, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.  
Tuesday October 18, 2011, from 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.   
Thursday, October 20, 2011, from 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
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550 Stevenson Hwy., Suite 300 
Troy, MI 48083 

Saturday November 12, 2011, from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.,  
Monday,  November14, 2011, 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. and  
Tuesday, November 16, 2011, from 6 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
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Workshops  

Health Literacy Workshop (for tutors and students) 

Oakland Literacy Council Office 
2250 S. Telegraph Rd., #105 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

Saturday, September 17,  2011, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

Register by calling the office by Wednesday September 
14. Space is limited.  

Solving the Learning Puzzle (Tutors) 

Join Mary Dykstra on October 3, 2011 from 10 a.m. to 
noon to learn about PowerPath*.  This two hour training 
will share information about learning research and the 
brain. 

· Help your student build personal insight into 
understanding their own learning puzzle 

· Learn more about brain research and how 
the brain works 

· Apply these techniques in your lesson plan-
ning 

 

This seminar will be held at the Oakland Literacy Coun-
cil’s office.  Please register by calling the office by 
Wednesday, September 28th.  Space is limited. 

*PowerPath , an assessment system built on over 35 
years of evidence-based research, focuses on what a 
person knows and how a person learns. Individuals are 
empowered to choose their own pathway to open the 
door to success. 

 

Oakland Literacy Council Office 
2250 S. Telegraph Rd., #105 
Bloomfield Hills, MI 48302 

Monday, October 3,  2011, 10:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m 
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Dear Pat & Julie, 
What has been your most informative or valuable re-
source as a tutor? 

The most valuable resource as a new tutor will depend upon your stu-
dent’s goals and needs.  It may well be your Litstart book as a resource 
for strategies, but it could be something as simple as the newspaper or 
even an atlas, depending on what is being taught.  We know that our 
tutors have some of the best ideas, so we’d like to throw this question 
back to you.  Please share with us your most informative, valuable and 
helpful resources for tutoring.  We look forward to hearing back from 
you! 

 

5���&�������

More aids for tutors 
The Literacy Tribune is a free, bi-monthly news-
letter for adult learners.  Tutors might find it a 
useful source for material written at a level that 
many students could achieve.  It is a project of 
United Literacy’s Adult Learner Network.   You 
can see what it is all about at 
www.theliteracytribune.org 

Tutors might also want to visit 
http://thinkfinity.org/home for ideas to use with 
students.  You can type in a subject to get ideas.  
Although lessons are designed for students in 
grades K-12, most can be adapted in some way to 
use with adult learners.  Also, keep an eye on 
www.proliteracy.org for free “webinars” and oth-
er tools to assist you with your tutoring.  

 

 

Tutor Tips 
Tutor Vesta De Riso remembers that 
when she first moved here she heard 
the tornado warning siren several 
times, but had no idea what it meant.  
In fact, “We slept through several 
warnings.”  As a tutor she got a DK 
Eyewitness Book on tornados for a 
dollar at the Amazon Marketplace and 
read it with her student.  He had never 
figured out what the siren meant, ei-
ther.  Vesta adds, “If you’re not from a 
tornado-prone area (even if you’re an 
American) you might not know what 
the siren is.”  This and other emergen-
cy warnings could be important lessons 
for some students. 

If you’re planning to come to the office to get materials or for other reasons, please call 
first to make sure someone will be available to help you.  Often staff and volunteers have 
to leave the office for various reasons and would like to coordinate with you.  A reminder 
that office hours are M-F 8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. and our phone number is 248.253.1617  
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What’s in a name?   
Juliet had it right in Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet when she asked Romeo, 

 

 What’s in a name?  That which we call a rose  

 By any other name would smell as sweet.  

 

We’re looking for a new name for the E-Bulletin that is more interesting, but we hope to remain as “sweet!”  So, 
we’re asking you, our readers, for suggestions.  You can e-mail your ideas to info@oaklandliteracy.net with the 
word “Names” in the subject line.  We’re looking forward to hearing from many of you! 

Summer vacations can take their toll on student progress, so here are a few clever ideas to keep 

students reading. 

· Postcard Pals  – Send picture postcards from places you visit (or from local attractions) 
and have your student do the same. 

· Email is a great way to keep in touch.  Exchanging a few sentences encourages students 
to practice spelling and grammar as well as reading. 

· Trip Tricks  – If your student is planning a trip, set aside one session to discuss what (or 
whom) they’ll be seeing.  Write up a “fun things to do” agenda, practice reading the names 
of attractions, people they’ll be seeing or places they’ll be visiting.  Ask your student to 
write a few sentences each day on what they’ve seen and enjoyed the most. 

· Kidding around  – Students with children can practice reading with them at home.  Fun for 
all! 

Tips offered by Catherine Hallisy, former Oakland L iteracy Council director and now 
freelance writer in her retirement.  

�
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Once again the Oakland Literacy Council provided volunteers for Bookstock, a used book and media 
sale of the Jewish Community Relations Council.  The proceeds of the sale support education and 
literacy projects.  The sale is held each year at the Laurel Park Place mall in Livonia and our team of 
volunteers worked on Friday night, May 20th and all day Saturday, May 21st, to fill in during the Jew-
ish Sabbath.  Pat Peck of the Oakland Literacy Council headed our team of some 30 volunteers this 
year.  In exchange, part of the proceeds of the book sale will be donated to the Council for our litera-
cy programs.  It’s a win-win for all involved! 

If you’ve been using your Kroger Plus card and thinking you’ve been getting points for the Oakland 
Literacy Council, be aware that the rules now state that you must confirm that you want these 
points to go to us every year.  You can do this by going to www.krogercommunityrewards.com or 
calling 1.800.Krogers (1.800.576.4377) if you renew on-line, you will be asked to sign on.  You may 
have a Kroger Plus card, but not a sign-on.  If this is the case, just create a sign-on, -- you won’t be 
signing up for another Kroger Plus card.  Unfortunately, you can no longer do this at your local Kroger 
store.  It must be done on-line or by phone.  It may take a few minutes, but last year we received $879 
from this Kroger program. 

ALSO, Judy Lindstrom has a friendly wager with her friends at the Michigan Humane Society that we 
can raise more money at this “don’t lift a finger” fund raiser.  Since we only have 23 participants and 
they have 300, we have a little work to do!  Invite your friends and relatives to join our effort, too. 
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Joan Lang-Hirst 



Despite being in the dog days of summer* we are always looking ahead.  And that means year end gifts.  Many 
churches, companies and organizations have extra revenue in their coffers and are looking for a worthy cause.  
Well, we certainly fit the bill.  Please ask at your place of worship, work, or service organization.  We would be 
delighted to meet with you or a representative from that group.  Please let us know by calling our offices at 248-
253-1617 or e-mailing us at info@oaklandliteracy.net  

 

*Oh, and did you know it is thought that  “dog days of summer” comes from the ancient belief that Sirius (also 
called the Dog Star) in close proximity to the sun, was responsible for the hot weather.  Now you know! 

�

On May 4th a group of over 50 tutors and students gathered at the Bloomfield Township Pub-
lic Library for the 2nd annual International Potluck Dinner.  Participants each brought a dish 
to share at a wonderful meal.  In the process, stories were told and friendships ensued from 
the conversation 
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